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Section I: Technical Progress

This is the fifth Annud Report of the Middle East Watershed Monitoring and
Evaduation Project for the year 2005. All technica and financid reporting is coincident
with the annua cycle of the project as outlined in the May 29, 2001 guidance.
Additiondly, this report details further research efforts by project participants that
compliment the USAID/MERC-funded initiatives through financid support by the
USDA Forest Service and the U.S. Department of State.

1. Research Objectives:

a. Specific Project Objectives:

Monitor and evaduae the effectiveness of watershed management
practices in preventing eroson and increasng the efficiency of
water usein arid and semi-arid watershed pilot programs,

. Monitor the effects of these practices through measurement
of vegetation, hydrology, and eroson and sedimentation
data,

Evduate the monitoring tools used to assess trestment
effectiveness,
Evduate the biophysca measurements gppropriaie for evauation
of operationd watershed management practices implemented for
eroson control and biomass production in aid and semi-arid
regions,
Demondrate  effective practices for foret and grasdand
management using pilot watershed programs.

b. Specific Objectivesfor Year Five:

Continue the ongoing monitoring program underway in  dl
participating countries,

Hold afind Internationa Study Team (IST) workshop,

Conduct trainings between West Bank and Isradli partners,

Collect find sudy results from each country and formulate find
project report.

2. Research Accomplishments:

Each country continued collection of deta at their sudy Stesand is

currently analyzing this date for the fina report. 2005 data, aswell asan
andysis of this dataand relevant conclusiors, as they pertain to project
objectiveswill be addressed in the find project report.



3. Scientific Impact of Cooperation:

Durlng year five, strong collaboration continued between pa1|C|parlts
During the IST workshop convened in Cyprus in October 2005,
participants shared <detific findings and preiminary condusons
with each other. This didogue exposed country teams to previoudy
unknown andytica methods for their data.
A MERC researcher from Jordan, who earned her Master’s degree
through MERC-related research, attended the IST to present her thesis.
A Master's sudent from the West Bank presented his thesis during the
IST in Cyprus.
In February of 2005, three graduate students from the West Bank
attended a training course a the Jacob Blaugstein Inditute for Desert
Research, Sede Boquer Campus in Isad. The focus of the training
was water harvesting and covered topics that included: agroforestry,
remote sendng, biodiversty, and methods and insruments for data
collection.
In May of 2005, two graduate students from the West Bank attended a
traning course a the Jacob Blausiein Inditute for Desart Research,
Sede Boquer Campus in Israd.  This course focused on remote sensing
technologies applicable to the Watershed Monitoring and Evauation
Project.
lsrael and the West Bank initiasted development of a training program
for 2006 tha will include smilar exchanges to those conducted in
2005, focusng on datigicd andyss of daa <ol andyss daa
collection techniques, and other related issues.

4. Description of Project Impact:

The collegid dynamics & the IST in Cyprus highlighted the improved
collaboration and cooperation between country teams, both on a
professond and persond levd. Plans to continue collaborative efforts,
post-MERC  funding, were enthusadicadly supported by country
participants a the IST in Cyprus.

5. Srengthening of Middle Eagtern Inditutions:

a

In 2004, project partners visited the U.S. to participate in USFS-sponsored
seminars and study tours related to watershed management. The Pl for the
Pdedtinian research team was invited to participate as an indructor in the
2006 USFS internationa seminar on watershed management at the
Universty of Wisconan. The PI, Dr. Sdama, previoudy participated in
the 2004 seminar and study tour.

The Jordanian team began a new research initiative in the Marab Hassan
watershed. The research initiative builds on techniques and understanding
gained through their participation in the MERC project.

The IST workshop held in Cyprus during October 2005 led to capacity
building among participants through sharing of scientific findings and
methods of andyss.



Section I1;

1.

d. Patnersin lsrad and the West Bank have begun development of atraining
regimen for Hebron University graduate student exchanges at the Jacob
Blaugtein Indtitute for Desert Research.

Project Management and Cooper ation

Managerid Issues

There were no manageria issuesto report in 2005.

Speual Concerns

As mentioned in the 2004 report, the West Bank study team was
unable to access their sudy sSte at Zeif during the initid three years of
the MERC sudy. Beginning in 2004 regular access to the dSte
occurred, data collection has been on-going, and will continue through
2006.

The internationa sudy team hopes to findize the detalls of future
traning exchanges that are both feasble and beneficid for the West
Bank and Israel and will aso propose a no cost extension to mwmplete
their research in the West Bank.

3. Cooperetlon Travd, Training, and Publications;

In October of 2005, IST members traveled to Cyprus for the fifth
annud ST workshop.

Five students from Hebron Universty in the West Bank participated in
two specidized training workshops a Ben Gurion Univerdty and the
Desert Research Center.

Two graduate students (one in Jordan and one in the West Bank)
completed their final research dforts in 2004 and presented their thesis
research at the IST in Cyprus.

One graduate student from the United States finished research in
support of his thess on MERC-rdated activities. The thesis is planned
for completion in 2006.

4. Reguest for USAID actions

On December 14, 2005, the USFS requested a no-cost extension from
USAID. Supplementary materials supporting this request, including a
training plan for 2006, will be submitted in February 2006.



